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Dear Friends,

The Lockwood-Mathews Mansion Museum is a National Historic Landmark and an 
award-winning institution that strives to enhance the quality of life of its communities with 
educational and cultural programs that are inspiring, engaging, and meaningful to all our 
visitors. While we continue to explore the past, our audiences gain a deeper understanding 
of how society has evolved vis-a-vis the challenges, issues, and culture of the present.  

This year’s Speakeasy Gala provides vital support to our 2022-2023 programs and ensures 
that this cherished institution continues to be an invaluable resource for youth and adults in 
our communities and for visitors from across the United States.

I truly hope that you will enjoy this exciting and interesting evening, which features a
special historical reenactment with notables of the era, and a script with direction by 
Samantha Kulish-Fargione; the exhibition, Hues of Freedom, curated by Trustee Gail Ingis;
and the ongoing exhibition, Making It Last: Sustainable Fashion in Victorian America, 
generously sponsored in part by CT Humanities.

I thank you all for your very generous support and for joining us this evening. I would also 
like to thank our outstanding Chairman of the Board Douglas E. Hempstead; the tireless 
Gala co-chairs, Trustees Kathleen Custis and Shannon O’Toole Giandurco; our industrious 
and supportive Gala Committee; the Museum’s very generous Distinguished Benefactors 
and Gala Sponsors; and the terrific Board of Trustees, Volunteers, and Staff. I would like 
to express our deepest gratitude to Mayor Harry Rilling and the City of Norwalk, the 
Norwalk Historical Commission, and the State of Connecticut for all of their support and 
for helping us sustain this extraordinary city and national landmark. 

I thank you all again for helping us launch a successful 2022 Fall Season and ensure a bright 
future for this treasured institution.

With gratitude and best wishes,

Susan Gilgore, PhD
Executive Director

October 15, 2022



We thank the Museum’s Gala Sponsors



2022 Season Sponsors





The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum
Barrelsmith Cocktails

Bonnie Brescia and Jeanette Poillon 
Carol Brewer

ATP - A-Team Performance
and Chiropractic
Miggs Burroughs

Connecticut Beardsley Zoo
Diamer by Erin Brown

Dujardin Design Associates Inc.
Elite Island Resorts Caribbean

Fashion Exchange
Jose and Susan Feliciano
Fortina Italian Restaurant

Friends of LMMM
Garden Catering

Good Goods Home Furnishings
& Accessories

Gus Sclafani Corporation
Hawley Lane Shoes
Doug Hempstead

Barbara Innamorati
Mickey Koleszar

Linda Gates Designs

We thank the Museum’s
Gala Live & Silent Auction Donors

King Industries

Miklos P. Koleszar

Speakeasy Gala Table Sponsors

Lockwood-Mathews
Mansion Museum
Magic 5 Pie Co. 

Mecha Noodle Bar 
Mohegan Sun

New Wave Seafood
Nora’s Ovenworks

North Star Restaurant
Norwalk Seaport Association 

Nothing Bundt Cakes
Kelley O’Connor

Mary Oster
Parkway Diner
Pennyweights

Speakeasy Gala Committee
Shannon O’Toole Giandurco

Ten-Twenty Post
The Spread Restaurant

Uncle Joe’s Restaurant and Bar
Vandamm Interiors
Washington Prime

Carl and Dana Weinberg
Westport Country Playhouse

Ziga Media, LLC

Print date: Oct. 6, 2022



Art Unites Us: The Healing Power of Beauty
October 1 to October 30, 2022

The Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Center for Thought & Culture
Janet Hennessey Dilenschneider Gallery
18 Bleecker Street, New York, New York

Golden Light Through the Trees, 36 x 24, oil on canvas



Creating an entertaining experience for your guests with our award-winning catering and 
event design is our passion. We love to gather people together – in conversation, laughter, 
celebration, and community. Every event is personal to us and we enjoy making it fun, 
memorable, unique to you and stress-free.

Festivities is an award-winning catering and event design company based in Connecticut. 
Crafting entertaining EXPERIENCES is our passion and we love parties. We are known for the 
finest in fresh, locally sourced FOODS, gracious service, and innovative event design. With 
decades of experience, our team is committed to making each guest feel comfortable and 
happy. We are dedicated to making your celebration special and unforgettable through our 
genuine hospitality and our cutting edge cuisine and elegant design.

festivitiesevents.com

Speakeasy Gala Catering Courtesy of

Samantha Kulish-Fargione has been working in the field of education, 
theater, and program coordinating for over 15 years at non-profit 
organizations throughout Fairfield County. While working at Crystal 
Theater in Norwalk, CT, she directed over 100 full-scale musical 
productions and wrote the book to two musicals, “Coming of Age” 
and “Prohibition Norwalk: 1925.” Currently, Samantha is the 
Programs and Educational Coordinator for the Norwalk Historical 
Society. She developed the Society’s popular fundraiser, “A Haunting 
at Mill Hill,” working as producer, researcher, and script writer for 
the event. Samantha is also the Executive Director of the Weston 
Historical Society where she has developed a comprehensive school 
field trip program and has written the tour script for the newly restored 
and reinterpreted Coley House. Samantha has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Elementary Education and Communication & Theater Arts 
from Western Connecticut State University. She resides in Norwalk 
with her husband and fur-baby, Birdie.

Prohibition Reenactment Courtesy of
Samantha Kulish-Fargione

Samantha Kulish-FargioneSamantha Kulish-Fargione
Script Writer &

Reenactment Director



LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS

~ LIVE AUCTION ~ A Perfect Summer Vacation Retreat In 
Coastal Maine, Thanks to Bonnie Brescia and Jeanette Poillon

~ SILENT AUCTION ~Bespoke Pillow - Tiger Pattern
Thanks to Vandamm Interiors

~ LIVE AUCTION ~ Golf for Four at Shorehaven Golf Club,
Thanks to Miklos P. Koleszar



~ LIVE AUCTION ~  The Club Barbados Resort & Spa, Barbados,
Thanks to Elite Island Resorts Caribbean

~ SILENT AUCTION ~ $100 Gift Certificate,
Thanks to The Spread

~ LIVE AUCTION ~  St. James Club & Villas, Antigua,
Thanks to Elite Island Resorts Caribbean

~ LIVE AUCTION ~  Sheffield Island Lighthouse Boat Tour, 
Thanks to Norwalk Seaport Association



Gault Family Companies 
is proud to support  
Lockwood-Mathews Mansion

gaultenergy.com | gaultstone.com | 203.227.5181

Energy & Home Solutions
Stone & Landscape Supplies

First Congregational Church on the Green
370th Anniversary

Photo: Chelsea McCarthy

3 Lewis St
Norwalk, CT 06851

(203) 847-9551
Rev. Tamara Moreland



We thank you for your support of 
the Museum’s Education Program 

and Restoration Project
during the Live Auction



Moffly Media is proud to support  

LOCKWOOD-MATHEWS  
MANSION MUSEUM  

in its efforts to preserve history and  
culture throughout our communities

The Moffly Family

mail@mofflymedia.com | www.mofflymedia.com
205 Main Street, Westport, CT

203-222-0600
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s h o p  ta l k

DESIGN NEWS
at h o m e  w i t h

TATA HARPER
g o o d s

SAGE GREEN

in fairfield county

HOMES  
WITH  

HISTORY
In with the old, better than new

The BEST of the  
GOLD COAST Issue
build, decorate and shop your way through

our list of 90+ reader-approved
local picks

 

BEST OF 
GREENWICH: 

YOUR TOWN 

FAVORITES

WINNERS  

REVEALED IN

CATEGORIES

OUR SPECIAL PULLOUT

EDUCATION GUIDE

Experts share their advice on  

encouraging creativity, curiosity  

and overall well-being

Plus! 

RAPHAËL’S 

BAKERY 

 Satisfy your sweet 

tooth at this Best of 

Greenwich winner 

170+170+

TOP DENTISTS IN 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY

T O P  D E N T I S T S 
The must-have list of local professionals 

E D U C AT I O N  G U I D E 
Updated resource to independent schoolsSTAMFORDFA I R G AT E  FA R MShopping for  farm-fresh foodand so much more

C O A S TA L  C H I CPrudence Bailey’s summer-perfectroom makeover H O T S T Y L E Beach-to-street looks that work  all season long

C H I L L  O U T
Where to go,  what to do to  beat the heat

D O N ’ T M I SS  I T !
Stamford’s  Best Bartender  Event
 on July 26thSee page 28  

Readers’  Choice!
PLUS: LOCAL PICKS Best of Stamford   170+ CATEGORIES  

�������
GOLD COAST
GOLD COASTC O N N E C T I C U T • 2022

MOFFLY MEDIA

   Here’s to the Best!Celebrate all  the Winners!

TOP DENTISTS Must-have list of local professionals 

EDUCATION GUIDE Resource to independent schools

YOU VOTED!Winners Revealed 170+ Categories

�������
GOLD COASTGOLD COASTC O N N E C T I C U T • 2022

MOFFLY MEDIA

Home Refresh A designer capturesnatural light and 
clean lines

Summer EssentialsLevitt Pavilion, swim fashion, beach reads,  spa time & more

PRESCHOOL PLANS Finding the right first classroom

    A toast to our towns!

Chef Jared Sippel  

of Restaurant L’ostal  

& Robert VanKeuren  

of Flour Water Salt

TOP DENTISTS 

IN FAIRFIELD 

COUNTY

Celebrating

Categories

Winners  
Revealed in

170+

OF 
THE

 THE

Plus! 
OUR SPECIAL 

PULLOUT 
EDUCATION GUIDE

Check out the best of Fairfield County at



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Douglas E. Hempstead - Chairman

Patsy R. Brescia - First Vice Chairman
Lynne H. Byington - Secretary

Shannon O’Toole Giandurco - Treasurer

Danny Andrews . Lawrence F. Cafero, Jr. . Gail H. Candlin . Kathleen Custis
Port Draper . Trudy Dujardin . Rev. Roosevelt Ewell . Mimi Findlay . Gail Ingis

Miklos P. Koleszar . Gary Lorusso, Esq. . Tatiana Mendoza
Kim M. Morque . Pamela Murrin . Charles Nystrom . Susan Sweitzer

Victoria Vandamm . Paul L. Veeder II

WE THANK THE MUSEUM’S VOLUNTEERS 
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT

STAFF
Susan Gilgore, PhD - Executive Director

Roanne Wilcox - Senior Museum Administrator
Melissa Feliciano Erickson - Director of Visitor Services

Iliana Begetis - Education Director & Marketing Coordinator 
Charles W. Hill - Education, Building & Events Coordinator

Ruth Merrill - Weekend Key Holder

GALA COMMITTEE

Kathleen Custis & Shannon O’Toole Giandurco
Gala Co-chairs 

Danny Andrews . Lorena Morales Aparicio . Karin Beggan . Patsy R. Brescia
Miggs Burroughs . Michele Cabay . Lawrence F. Cafero, Jr.

Rosanne Conoscenti . David Drais . Trudy Dujardin . Douglas E. Hempstead
Miklos P. Koleszar . Amber Laptik . Kathleen Olsen . Julie Siciliano

Rebecca Stramiello . Victoria Vandamm . Dana Weinberg 



Tuliptree Site Design is proud to support the 
Lockwood Mathews Mansion Museum

Michael Mushak and David Westmoreland

design and installation  
of fine landscapes

L i r i o d e n d r o n  T u L i p i f e r a  (Tu l i p Tr e e )



Purchase tickets:  LockwoodMathewsMansion.com

Kathleen Craughwell-Varda, 
award-winning scholar and author, 

courtesy of K. Craughwell-Varda

Event sponsored in part by: Tea catering courtesy of:

Kathleen Craughwell-Varda is a museum consultant in New York and 
Connecticut with more than 30 years of experience specializing in historic 
textiles. She earned an M.A. in costume history from New York University in 
conjunction with the Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
She lectures widely on costume and textile history and conservation and has 
written articles on women’s history for several exhibition catalogues. Ms. Varda 
is currently the director of Conservation ConneCTion, a program based at the 
Connecticut State Library that focuses on preserving Connecticut’s cultural 
collections by identifying and developing a statewide plan for collections care 
needs and providing learning opportunities for collecting institutions.

Co-chaired by Trustees Pam Murrin and Victoria Vandamm, the Museum’s
annual Tea will feature a luxurious whirlwind of delicious refreshments, 
a silent auction, a hat contest, and a fascinating talk by award-winning 
scholar and author Kathleen Craughwell-Varda. Doors will open at 1:30 p.m.

Ms. Varda will introduce attendees to American fashion icons and present-day
influencers who have defined, now and through the centuries, American style. 
With no monarchy to emulate, Americans have long been drawn to women 
who possessed style, charisma, and grace. Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
possessed these qualities in abundance. This presentation titled, 
“Looking for Jackie: American Fashion Icons,” will provide an
examination of American women who were the “Jackies” of their era, women 
who, since the 1800s, have had a similar impact on American fashion. The 
lecture will reveal how these women’s distinctive personal styles captured the 
imagination of the American public and influenced popular fashion.

Fashion Influencers
Across History:

SOCIAL TEA
Sun., Nov. 13

2-4 p.m.   

$60 members,
$65 non-members

“Looking for Jackie” book cover, 
courtesy of K. Craughwell-Varda



~ New Exhibition ~
Nov. 25 - Dec. 31, 2022

Tour times: 12, 1, 2 & 3 p.m.

The exhibition, A Holiday Wonderland at the Mansion, curated by
Museum Consultant Stacey Danielson with the assistance 
ofTrustees Mimi Findlay and Paul Veeder and the
LMMM Curatorial Committee, will capture the magic of the 
holiday season with historic-era tree displays, an enchanting 
winter wonderland featuring a 19th-century skating scene, a festive 
holiday dinner party, magnificent gowns, and more.

A Holiday Wonderland
at the Mansion

Purchase Tickets:
LockwoodMathewsMansion.com

Recognized for the past two years as one of the 10Best Holiday 
Historic Home Tours in the U.S. by USA Today, the Museum 
will explore treasured Victorian holiday traditions and feature 
beautiful 21st-century Christmas trees and seasonal displays by 
interior designers Victoria Vandamm of Vandamm Interiors and
Marcia Taylor Reid of Taylor Reid Design LLC, as well as floral 
designer Danna DiElsi of The Silk Touch.Contemporary tree display by Victoria Vandamm of

Vandamm Interiors, 2021, photo courtesy of Gus Apazidis

Contemporary mantle display by Danna DiElsi of The Silk Touch, 2021, photo courtesy of Gus Apazidis1860s vignette curated by Stacey Danielson and the LMMM 
Curatorial Committee, 2021, photo courtesy of S. Danielson



Holiday Open House
Sun., Dec. 4   /   12 - 4 p.m.

Admission: $5 per person*

*Pre-purchase tickets at 
LockwoodMathewsMansion.com

or pay at the door

The Lockwood-Mathews Mansion Museum will host its annual Holiday Open House, 
featuring a full hour with North Pole’s Santa Claus and a special musical performance 
by Music Theatre of Connecticut’s Showstoppers. 

Visitors will have an opportunity to view the exhibition, A Holiday Wonderland at the 
Mansion, take unforgettable family portraits, and enjoy the magnificence and splendor 
of the Museum’s holiday displays.

During the event, the Mansion’s Café will be open to visitors and offer complimentary 
refreshments generously sponsored by Stew Leonard’s and served by the Museum’s 
costumed interpreters.

MTC Showstoppers (2:00 - 3:00 p.m.)
Music Theatre of Connecticut’s Showstoppers will entertain 
Museum visitors and immerse them in the spirit of the 
holidays with a performance featuring a mix of holiday and 
Broadway songs. Located in Norwalk, Music Theatre of 
Connecticut’s School of Performing Arts trains over 300 
students/year and produces two to three full scale musicals. 
MTC students have presented more than 200 productions 
including “Spamalot,” “James and the Giant Peach,” 
“Snoopy,” “The Little Mermaid,” “Wizard of Oz,” “Matilda,” 
“The Addams Family,” and more! Alumni of MTC’s
College-Bound in the Performing Arts program have 
graduated or are currently pursuing performing arts degrees 
in top-tier programs including those at the University of 
Michigan, Boston Conservatory, NYU, Carnegie-Mellon 
University and Emerson College to name a few; others can 
be seen on Broadway, in regional theatres throughout the 
country, on television, and in feature films.

Showstoppers (Grades 2-8) performing a production of “Snoopy! The Musical,” 
spring 2022, courtesy of Music Theatre of Connecticut

Photo courtesy of Gus Apazidis

Santa Claus with his Loyal Elf (12:30 -1:30 p.m.)
Santa Claus and his loyal elf will make their way into the 
Music Room and spend a full hour greeting children and 
hearing their Christmas wishes before they head back to 
the North Pole for their big night. 

THE MUSEUM’S THE MUSEUM’S HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSEHOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
IS IN COLLABORATION WITH:IS IN COLLABORATION WITH:




